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Origins and motivations

• Law & Linguistics Interdisciplinary Research Network

• Est. 2019, now 270+ members, 46 countries

• Facilitate interdisciplinary language & law focus in 

teaching

• Activities: 

o NSW/ACT audit (Grey & Smith-Khan 2021a, b)

o Conference panels, Network workshops

o Blog post profiles (Smith-Khan 2025), anecdotal reports

• 2025 Internship Project

ANU LAWS4230: Self-Arranged Law Internship’ 



What we did

General and targeted call-out

LLIRN mailing list + targeted individual invitations

Resource collection and development

Semi-structured case study interviews + teaching material 

collection and collation

Analysis and transformation

Bi-weekly team practical, analytical and critical reflection 

(de)briefs + case study drafting, feedback (participants 

and supervisors) and revision

Internship assessment tasks 

Internship report and reflection piece



What we did



What we did

https://lawandlanguage.org/resources/

https://lawandlanguage.org/resources/


Implications and learnings



Implications and learnings

•   Teaching methods 

o Collaboration (differences in co-teaching vs guest lecturing)

o 'performing law' – vocalisation, repetition & mooting

o Integrating student experiences and linguistic repertoires

•   Supporting and engaging diverse students 

o Designing units to accommodate diverse disciplinary foundations

o Celebrating and mobilizing students' knowledge and lived experience

•   Innovative and critical curriculum development 

o Incremental integration in compulsory law units

o Collaboration and collective capacity-building



“The way that I’m addressing 

them, the way that I’m 
modulating my language, 
word choices, tonality, all of that 
becomes the performance 
of that learning space”

– Dr Joe McIntyre (Adelaide) on 'performing' law



“although this is a 3000-level 
course, I call it ‘introduction’… 
practically speaking”, he says. 
“You have to build up the 
knowledge and the skills from 
zero”

– Prof Shunichi Ishihara (ANU)



“Some students have class after 

class where they’re just excluded 

and minimised, marginalised. It 

takes really little to bring it in”

– Dr Brett Todd (UTS)



“there’s people in the room 
who might be able to speak 
to this with experience if 
not expertise, I think that 
validates their position”

– Assoc. Prof Mehera San Roque (UNSW)



“While we have support for 
interdisciplinary research 
generally — there’s a lot of 
talk around supporting that 
— the structures of the 
university sometimes make it 
difficult to do interdisciplinary 
teaching”

– Dr Cleo Hansen-Lohrey (UTas)



“there's no interdisciplinarity 

without collaboration, no 

collaboration without trust, and 

no trust without some kind of 

friendship”
- Prof Des Manderson (ANU)



The internship experience 

• Coming 'full circle' – getting to be involved in a field I've been interested in since early in 

my degree.

• Learning from discussions with Laura, Alex and the participants – connecting with 

academics at ANU and building new relationships (e.g. Joe McIntyre)

• Reflecting on different perspectives about interdisciplinary teaching, and the common 

challenges faced by the participants

• Qualitative research skills: e.g. interviewing, thematic analysis, writing a 4,000 word 

research essay



Main takeaways and where to next

Peer models can:

• Motivate and support innovative teaching 

practices

• Stimulate critical discussion and reflection

• Strengthen community-building

Next steps:

• Develop and share formal outputs

• Replicate or extend initiative
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