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1. Title of Presentation:
Combining Authenticity and Learning as Assessment in Initial Teacher Education.

2. Presenter(s) Name(s) and Affiliation(s):
Martin Levins, School of Education, University of New England

3. Main Takeaways:
Takeaway 1: Assessment as part of learning
Takeaway 2: Reflection as a major part of assessment

4. Application in Educational Contexts::

Teaching Methods:
  - Asking students to experience what their own students will experience, and reflect on how they overcame difficulties
 -  Using TPACK, PICRAT and UDL as their guide, students identify a digital intervention that will enhance learning and present their findings to a staff meeting and to the school executive

Assessment: 
  - Assignment needs to be presented in a realistic way that teachers will need in their practice (Ketonen et al, 2025)
  - While not contributing to grades, the assignment presentation methodology needs to be known and deployed

Student Engagement:
  - Using this approach invites the student to look deeper into the use of digital technologies in overcoming lack of engagement (the concept is too boring or too complex in a traditional approach) 
  - Confidence is built by understanding the various elements that a successful adoption of a technology can engender engagement

Curriculum Development: N/A

5. Valuable Sources and References:
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Source 2:
Nieminen, J. H., Haataja, E., & Cobb, P. J. (2025). From active learners to knowledge contributors: authentic assessment as a catalyst for students’ epistemic agency. Teaching in Higher Education, 30(4), 970–990. https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2024.2332252

6. Weakness and Area for Future Research:
Weakness: It is technically possible for students to cheat in an assessment using these methods
Future Research: Has the format change from a 2000 word format to reflective and analytical form been effective?
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